
(from a marketing perspective) is that no matter 

how much money we spend on marketing, get-

ting new business always comes down to a tight, 

well written proposal. However, that proposal is 

reviewed by an ever-changing list of reviewers.” 

He explained further, “Newspaper ads, radio 

spots, or TV commercials won’t influence a re-

viewer’s analysis of our proposal. Having the 

right staffing, relevant project experience, and a 

good team should win every time. Additionally, 

the opportunities for Prudent are in diversifica-

tion. We already see the benefits of diversifying 

into Hydrog raphy. Terry Mckiven, (Prudent’s 

Hydrographic Survey Manager) has already 

signed a significant amount of new business in 

just eighteen months. Let’s do that with similar 

opportunities, or expansion in the geography we 

cover. They would be good opportunities for us.”

Before we knew it, our time was up, there were 20 

or so projects calling, each with a deadline loom-

ing, but I had to ask just a few more questions.

Spare time activities? “I play golf, love to read 

and am an amateur carpenter.”

Last book you read? The Whole Truth, by David 

Baldacci.

Favorite food? “Chicken Parm.”

Dream vacation? “I’d like to go to Italy and bike 

through Tuscany.” q
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Meet David Compton, Director of Client Services
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Dave Compton didn’t always live 
in the Syra cuse area, he spent 
the first eleven or so years of his 
life on Long Island in Manhasset, 
then he and his family moved to 
Bedford Village, in Westchester 
County, where he finished his 
high school education. It wasn’t 
until he started at Syracuse Uni
versity in 1971 that he claimed  
Syracuse as his home turf. Now, 
Dave can be considered a native, working and 
living in the area, and cheering on the teams 
in orange ever since. 

Graduating from SU with a Bachelor 

of Science degree, he quickly put his 

skills to work, joining a local ad agen-

cy. And he was quick about getting married also! 

Two weeks after graduation, he wed his college 

sweetheart, Peg, whom he met in his first uni-

versity class, on his very first day. Fast forward, 

the Compton’s have two children: Michael, who 

practices Ophthalmology in North Carolina, 

and is married with a son Danny; and Allison, 

who teaches English as a Second Language in the 

Webster, NY, school system. Allison is engaged to 

be married this summer.

Taking time out of his busy schedule, we dis-

cussed the communications field, the professional 

services field, and the future of civil engineering. 

Starting with the easy questions, I asked how he 

became interested in the marketing communi-

cations field. After a bit of reflection, he shared 

some background. “Well, I’ve always loved to 

write and create, so after graduating from SU,  

I went to work for Van Patten Advertising, here in 

Syracuse. I started in the role of copywriter. My 

first client was Hoppe Office Supply. I learned to 

write and produce radio and TV commercials for 

Dick Hoppe, and felt like I was on to something. 

I continued at Van Patten until 

I felt that I had gained enough 

technical experience, and I also 

learned a lot about running an 

agency. So I took the next step 

and started my own shop called 

ComptonHeath Advertising with 

my close friend, Ron Heath. We 

merged our business with Craw-

ford Advertis ing three years later 

and I became president of the 

newly combined agency. I shepherded the com-

pany for 17 years. It was quintessential – creative, 

hip, and yes, profitable!”

“And after that?”, I prompted. “I started work at 

VIP Structures, Inc., a design/build firm which 

included engineering, architecture and con-

struction companies.” Building on his answer, 

he clarified, “I’ve always had to create proposals 

to win business. VIP was where I learned about  

engineering and developing the proposals that are 

unique to our industry.” 

When asked what he saw as the future of Civil En-

gineering or professional services firms in general, 

he was quick to respond. “I feel that professional 

firms and the service industry will eventually be 

the base of the U.S. economy. Manufacturing is 

contributing less and less to the country’s growth. 

I think our field of engineering will be stable and 

likely to continue to grow as infrastructure deteri-

o rates, requiring replacement or rehabilitation.”

“Let’s get specific,” I continued, “What do you 

feel are the marketing challenges and opportuni-

ties facing Prudent Engineering?” Without hesi-

tation, he responded, “Our challenge at Prudent 

David J. Compton

“I think our field of engineering will be stable and likely to continue to grow as 

infrastructure deteriorates, requiring replacement or rehabilitation.”



Region 4
10 Bridges

14 Spans

Region 3
209 Bridges
602 Spans

Region 5
116 Bridges
253 Spans

Region 7
15 Bridges
42 Spans

Region 8
102 Bridges
256 Spans

Region 9
150 Bridges
244 Spans

Regions 3 & 5
Team Leader: Andy Lachina, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Fady Gerges
Bridges Inspected: 139
Spans Inspected: 370

Region 3
Team Leader: Cletus Ezenwa, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Scott Walts
 Tom Najuch
Bridges Inspected: 9
Spans Inspected: 28

Regions 3, 4 & 9
Team Leader: Glenford Mullings, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Toga Chitakara
 Scott Walts, Tom Najuch
Bridges Inspected: 127
Spans Inspected: 234

Region 8
Team Leader: Jason Hager, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Michelle Talkiewicz
Bridges Inspected: 48
Spans Inspected: 156

Region 3
Team Leader: Robert Boone, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Scott Walts
Bridges Inspected: 16
Spans Inspected: 25

Regions 3, 4, 7, 8 & 9
Team Leader: Russell Dunderdale, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Scott Walts
 Jason Hager, PE, Tom Najuch,  
 Keith Mierzwa, Toga Chitakara
Bridges Inspected: 137
Spans Inspected: 324

Regions 3, 7 & 9
Team Leader: Tom Engel, PE
Assistant Team Leader: Scott Walts
 Mark Lippolis
Bridges Inspected: 126
Spans Inspected: 274
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Prudent Engineering 2016 Bridge Inspections Completed in NYSDOT Region

Hubble Space Telescope optics find NGC 3862/3C264 located 260 million 

light-years away in the constellation Leo.

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority raised tolls on most New York 

City bridges from $2.50 to $3. Tolls today range from $4 to $8. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) went into effect.

The New York State Legislature transferred ownership of the New York State 

Canal System to NYSTA in 1992. 

Barry Bonds signed baseball’s highest single year contract for $4.7M. The 

highest-paid for the 2016 season was Dodgers pitcher, Clayton Kershaw, who 

reportedly earned $32M.

Tiger Woods at 16, becomes the youngest PGA golfer in 35 years.

Thirty-five percent of NYS highway bridges were determined to be deficient 

according to the Annual Bridge Condition Report.

Who would have thought that NAFTA would once again be a topic of discussion?

A look back at what was happening in 1992 when we began

In 1992 the world looked on as the vote to end apartheid in South Africa 

took place.

The North American Free Trade Agreement between the United States, 

Canada and Mexico was signed.

The cost of a 30-second ad in the Super game was a mere $850,000, compared 

to $5.5M today.

Mae Carol Jemison, an American engineer, physician and NASA astronaut, 

became the first African-American woman to travel in space when she went 

into orbit aboard the Space Shuttle Endeavour. She was in orbit for a week.

Time Magazine named Bill Clinton “Man of the Year”.

Hurricane Andrew hit Florida, along with all the human tragedy suffered, a 

facility housing Burmese pythons was destroyed, releasing the pythons into 

the wild. There are now thousands of these non-native snakes in Florida. q

Inspection totals:
Bridges = 602

Spans = 1,411



Region 8
102 Bridges
256 Spans
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We live in amazing times. The speed in which technology is developed 

can boggle the mind. We’d be lost without our hand-held computers 

(cell phones for technophobes) and are dead in the water if our work station 

connectivity is dropped. Sometimes though, newer isn’t always better, and 

slower is preferred over speed. Take for instance the traffic counting work 

we are performing for Greenman-Pedersen, Inc. (GPI), the prime consultant 

for a NYSDOT project. The City of Binghamton, New York, is planning to 

convert NYS Routes 363 and 434 from a grade separated highway to a gate-

way highway with full bicycle and pedestrian accommodations and improve 

access to and along the Susquehanna River. 

For counting road traffic we deployed a lower tech method of using road 

tubes. The tubes are placed across the road and connected to a pneumatic 

portable traffic counter that collects vehicle volume, classification and aver-

age speed. The units record pneumatic displacement as vehicles with various 

masses pass over the tubes to determine vehicle class. The average speed is 

calculated by setting the tubes at a fixed distance, while the unit records the 

time between vehicle axle triggers to calculate an average velocity, which is 

converted to speed within the reporting software. The unit calculates the 

traffic volume by recording the number of triggers. The tube count method 

was chosen as the information recorded is very easily converted into a report 

without any supplemental calculations or counting. The portable pneumatic 

counters are very reliable, accurate and economical.

To count the turns and through movements at intersections, we utilized 

an electronic hand-held counting board. The boards were used to clas-

sify vehicle types (i.e., passenger vehicles, single unit trucks, and tractor 

trailers) on both turning and through movements at 20 intersections, in-

cluding one roundabout. The study also included collecting pedestrian/

bicyclist crossings and maximum vehicle queue in each lane at signalized 

intersections. The board came with four “overlays” to perform specific 

studies such as the roundabout mentioned above, along with stop sign de-

lay, signalized intersection delay, saturation flow rate, etc. The boards allow  

TECHNOLOGY LINK
Traffic Counting: The First Phase in Recommendations for Traffic Calming Measures 

you to enter inter-

section names and 

se lect a data storage 

interval (i.e., 1, 5, 

10, 15 minutes, etc.). 

We used a 15-minute 

interval and counted 

during peak hourly 

times of 7 am-9:30 

am and 3 pm-5:30 

pm for each of the 20 intersections.

Once the counting was complete, data was converted into detailed reports 

that provide the client with vehicle volumes by classification and average 

speed in one hour intervals and turn movement counts for each of the vehi-

cle types listed above, along with pedestrian/bicyclist crossings in 15-minute 

intervals. The client will use this data in their Traffic Operations Model to 

recommend the appropriate traffic calming measures. q

Our thanks to Steve Severance, the project manager, for his input on this story.

Prudent Engineering used the Metrocount VT 5900, like the 
one shown above, to collect vehicle volume, classification, and 
average speed in eleven locations in the Binghamton area.

An Evening of Holiday Party Fun at the Marriott! 
Everyone enjoyed the fine food and entertainment. Pictured here, from left to right, are 
Nancy Huffaker, Lucilia McAfee, Rose Ann Mydlinski and Betty Brokamp.

Anniversaries (DECEMBER – MARCH)

Charles Brooks, 7 Years

Bob Boone, 7 Years

Cynthia Lagone, 3 Years

Bobby Graham, 1 Year

Paula Borkowski, 2 Years

Peter Patrician, 14 Years

Nicolas Rosati, 1 Year

Christopher Chambers, 1 Year

Mariette DeWolf, 1 Year

Donald Longo, 9 Years

Dan Huffaker, 14 Years

John Palimeno, 7 Years

Ralston Lawson 
Construction  

Inspection Administrative 
Support, King of Prussia 

Riley Jones 
Hydrography  

Technician, East Syracuse

Kathleen Frankel 
Bridge Inspection  

Administrative Support,  
Latham

New Hires

Hydrographic Survey Manager, Terry Mckiven, prepares the ‘Rough Draft’ for the 2017 
season on the water.
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Congratulations to Keith Mierzwa for achieving his EIT status. Keith passed the Fundamentals in 
Engineering exam late last year. This is another step to becoming a licensed professional engineer and 
is a great accomplishment on his part. The next requirement is that a P.E. candidate must complete at 
least three or more years of qualifying engineering experience, which is typically under the supervision 
of a professional engineer. Congrats, Keith!

Prudent Engineering Welcomes  
a New Employee! 
Prudent Engineering is glad to announce the 

addition of Jack Anthony Gallaher. Jack joined 

the Pennsylvania/Pitts-

burgh Prudent team 

on the 24th of January 

2017 after immediately 

vacating his previous 

position where he spe-

cialized in confined 

spaces. Their loss was 

our gain! Jack will be 

working from home under the supervision of 

his father Jim Gallaher, who is a Transportation 

Construction Inspector out of the Wexford of-

fice. Jack’s immediate duties will include constant 

updating of the 8 lb. 1.4 oz. specification, as well 

as outgrowing the 20 inch chart he was initially 

assigned. We think he has his Daddy’s smirk.

Welcome aboard, Jack! q

The Police Department in Cockrell Hill, Texas, 

admitted in a press release that they lost eight 

years’ worth of evidence after the department’s 

server was infected with ransomware.

The lost evidence includes all body camera video, 

and sections of in-car video, in-house surveillance 

video, photographs, and all their Microsoft Office 

documents. OUCH 1.

Some of the lost data goes back to 2009. There 

are some files from that era that are backed up on 

DVDs and CDs and remained available.

“It is [...] unknown how many videos or photo-

graphs that could have assisted newer cases will 

not be available, although the number of affected 

prosecutions should remain relatively small,” the 

press release reads.

In an interview with WFAA, who broke the story, 

Stephen Barlag, Cockrell Hill’s police chief, said 

that none of the lost data was critical. The de-

partment also notified the Dallas County District  

Attorney’s office of the incident.

Backup Procedure Kicked in after Locky Infection

The department says the infection was discovered 

on December 12, last year, and the crooks asked 

Ransomware Infection Causes Loss of Eight Years of PD Evidence 
for a $4,000 ransom fee to unlock the files.

After consulting with the FBI’s cyber-crime unit, 

the department decided to wipe their data server 

and reinstall everything. Data could not be re-

covered from backups, as the backup procedure  

kicked in shortly after the ransomware took root,  

and backed up copies of the encrypted files. 

OUCH 2.

Infection Source:  
Phishing Email with Spoofed Address

The press release says the infection took place after 

an officer opened a spam message from a spoofed 

email address imitating a department issued email 

address. New-school security awareness training 

would highly likely have prevented this.

The infection did not spread to other computers 

because the server was taken offline and discon-

nected from the local network as soon as staff dis-

covered the ransom demand. The department also 

said there was no evidence of data exfiltration to 

a remote server.

So now you see the importance of a recent off-site 

backup. q

(Used with permission from CyberheistNews)
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