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Born and brought up in Sri 
Lanka, Philip Thayaparan 
came to the United States 

to attend graduate school at 
Syracuse University. Over nine-
thou sand miles away from  
friends and family, Philip em-
barked on a career path in 
Central New York, where, after 
finishing graduate studies and 
working for a local engineering 
firm, he founded Prudent Engineering with 
Cletus Ezenwa. 

Prudent’s marketing department met with 
Philip in February to glean some of the 
interest ing details of his life before Prudent 
Engineering, hear anecdotes about the 
com pany’s early days, and learn about his 
preparations for the future challenges of a 
rapidly evolving industry. 

Sebastian: Where did you grow up?

Philip: I was born and brought up in the north-

ern part of Sri Lanka, a very small country only 

three times larger than New Jersey. After finish-

ing high school, I moved to Sri Lanka’s Central 

Provence, specifically the city of Kandy, where 

I completed my undergraduate studies. I have 

many fond memories of growing up in Sri Lanka. 

Over the years, I’ve realized that childhood isn’t 

necessarily about where you grow up; it’s more 

about fully experiencing and enjoying that gen-

eral time of one’s life. It’s a bright, happy, totally 

carefree period, and recalling my childhood in Sri 

Lanka brings only the best memories. 

Sebastian: What was your first engineering job? 

Philip: After graduating, I secured a job with one 

of the larger firms, C&S Companies, here in Syr-

acuse. After being hired as an assistant engineer, 

my managers assigned me to a very challenging 

job of designing a curved steel-girder bridge. It 

Nine Thousand Miles to a Central New York Career

CONNECT
pe

THE NEWSLETTER OF PRUDENT ENGINEERING

was a daunting, technically com-

plex undertaking at that time. 

No one at the company had de-

signed a structure like that be-

fore—it took me a long time, but 

I got it done. 

Sebastian: How and when did 

you meet your business partner, 

Cletus Ezenwa? 

Philip: I had a friend at SU and 

this friend was, at the time, renting an off-campus 

house with Cletus. When I arrived at SU, I moved 

into the same house and became friends with 

Cletus. He also worked as a teaching assistant in 

the graduate program, so we worked together and 

shared a large graduate student’s room.

Sebastian: Why did you attend SU? 

Philip: A friend of mine was attending SU’s 

engineering program at the time, so I already 

knew about the university. I was also awarded 

a graduate assistantship, which helped pay for 

tuition expenses. And, of course, everyone knows 

SU’s basketball team. 

Sebastian: Tell me about the early days of Pru-

dent Engineering. 

Philip: Cletus and I were two naive young men 

who jumped headfirst into the chaotic process of 

establishing an engineering firm. At the beginning, 

we were solely responsible for managing all the 

marketing efforts. For example, when we didn’t 

have projects to work on, Cletus and I used our 

only computer to build digital copies of the 

NYSDOT’s 255 form. Now, this was progressive 

for the time because the older local firms were still 

using hard copy documents for their proposals 

and, before we knew it, these firms were asking us 

how we designed our digital version! So, we spent 

a lot of time creating invoices and documents as 

digital files to save time preparing proposals in 

the future. We worked night and day. Sometimes 

Cletus and I would work through the night and 

Alice Wentworth would arrive to the office the 

following morning, look at us and ask, “You guys 

didn’t go home?” By then, we hadn’t shaved, had 

bags under our eyes, looking rugged. For years 

we worked this way, but it’s what we had to do to 

launch the firm.

Sebastian: What led to the decision to add Sur-

veying to the company?

Philip: Cletus and I agreed that adding the 

surveying and mapping division was an effi-

cient way to diversify the company’s services. 

Over time, we observed that prime consul-

tants typically contracted subconsultants to 

provide surveying and mapping. We saw this 

trend and decided that if we wanted to start 
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O
ptimistic projections for the  

state’s wind energy opportun-

ities have been touted by the 

National Renewable Energy 

Lab oratory, which confidently 

predicts that, if properly facilitated, tapping 

New York’s raw wind resources could provide 

approximately half of the state’s current elec-

tricity needs. Besides these lucrative energy 

ben e fits, wind power isn’t fraught with serious 

environmental risks and perils: no greenhouse 

emissions, no toxic pollutants, and no hazardous 

waste. 

Even with its innumerable advantages, however, 

wind energy does have its statewide critics. To 

be fair, these critics aren’t necessarily opposed to 

wind energy but rather the technological means 

through which it’s produced: Wind turbines. 

Residents living near wind farms regard turbines 

as structural nuisances—these towers create 

noise, crowd skylines, and spoil area aesthetics. 

There’s also the frequently repeated criticism 

that rotating turbine blades cause avian and bat 

fatalities, an inconclusive issue presently under 

investigation with New York State Department of 

Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC). While 

the physical mechanics and location of wind 

energy infrastructure may be fairly disputed, 

wind power presents a clean, efficient, and reliable 

alternative to conventional energy sources. 

The obvious environmental benefits of wind-

generated electricity are driving the state’s 

current sustainable energy initiative. In 2013, the 

New York State Thruway Authority (NYSTA) 

identified the Buffalo Division as a prime location 

for developing wind energy generation. Recorded 

This wind turbine is located near a New York Thruway Authority 
office in Westfield, NY.

New York State Thruway Authority Wind Turbine Installation
by Sebastian Galbo 

to be one of the windiest zones in New York 

State, the Buffalo Division is an ideal location for 

installing wind power infrastructure. According 

to The Buffalo News meteorologist Shawn Smith, 

the shape of Lake Erie, particularly where it comes 

to a point, produces powerful funneling effects 

causing wind speeds to rapidly accelerate and blow  

across Buffalo and neighboring lakefront areas. 

Prudent Engineering was retained by NYSTA 

to provide prime consultant construction 

inspec tion services for the installation of five 

power-generating wind turbines at five NYSTA 

facilities positioned along the Erie section of the 

Thruway, south of the City of Buffalo. Prudent’s 

lead inspector, Louis Golando, managed each 

construction and installation phase of the project. 

“This project was unique because it was the first 

time Prudent had been involved in a wind turbine 

installation project,” says Golando. He also 

remarks that the impetus driving the project was 

the state’s commitment to bolstering sustainable 

energy programs, an effort encompassing the 

SUNY system, as well as other state-funded 

facilities and agencies. 

Golando explains that the installed wind tur-

bine generators (WTGs) are considerably smaller  

in comparison to the industrial turbines one 

typically observes on wind farms: “The turbines 

for this project didn’t require securing permits from 

NYSDEC. They’re larger than the average home- 

operated turbine, but they belong to a commercial 

class.” The installed turbines, towering at approx-

imately 105 feet, are highly productive energy 

systems, generating about 30 to 35 percent in 

energy savings for the NYSTA’s Buffalo Division. 

Under the state’s Net Metering Law, clean energy 

produced by the turbines not only powers NYSTA 

facilities but is directed into the larger utility grid, 

providing electricity for local residents.

As the prime consultant, Prudent’s staff pro-

vided construction inspection services for the 

multiphase installation process of the WTGs. 

Phase one concerned site preparation, which in-

volved constructing an access road, staging area,  

and crane erection pad. The second phase 

included installing the foundation, excavations, 

form construction, rebar installation, concrete 

placement, and compaction backfilling activities. 

Phase three entailed inspecting turbine assembly 

and erection operations. The fourth and final 

phase of construction encompassed coordinating 

all electrical work for installing underground 

feeders, WTG terminations, and the facility’s 

supporting electrical components. 

Working with such sophisticated wind turbine 

technology was educational. This experience will 

open doors to new opportunities. Even though 

traditional construction techniques dominated 

the installations, Prudent’s staff gained new skills 

that will provide an advantage in support of private 

and public sector clients experimenting with wind 

turbine technology. This environmentally friendly 

technology strengthens the Buffalo Division’s 

sustainable energy efforts, putting the division in 

a leadership position. q

According to a 2014 study conducted by 

the National Centers for Environmental 

Information (NCEI), New York ranks as the 

fifteenth windiest state in the nation. For New 

York State’s sustainable energy experts, this 

fact isn’t an obscure statistic of meteorology, 

one of thousands collected and documented 

annually by national climate research centers 

like the NCEI; rather, it provides an entirely 

auspicious forecast of the state’s potential as 

a major wind energy provider. 
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Anniversaries (DECEMBER – MAY)

Robert W. Boone, 6 Years

Charles P. Brooks, 6 Years

Thomas C. Engel, 16 Years

Louis J. Golando, 6 Years

Jason W. Hager, 5 Years

David B. Hayes, 16 Years

Daniel M. Huffaker, 13 Years

Andrew M. Lachina, 7 Years

Donald J. Longo, 7 Years

Lucilia M. McAfee, 9 Years

Glenford A. Mullings, 17 Years

Thomas J. Najuch, 8 Years

Peter R. Patrician, 13 Years

John S. Palimeno, 6 Years

Bradley G. Pcolinsky, 9 Years 

Larry W. Snogles, 6 Years 

Jason R. Spaulding, 15 Years

Michael P. Van Auken, 10 Years

Scott C. Walts, 11 Years

Michael J. Wright, 19 Years 

New Hires
Christopher Chambers, 

Survey Technician 

Mariette DeWolf,  
Administrative 

Timothy Kaiser,  
Transportation  

Construction Inspector

Pamila Ramotar-John, 
C/I-Environmental Engineer

Nicholas Rosati, Accounting

John Stratton,  
Survey Technician

Aida Tahirovic,  
Senior Project Engineer

EAST SYRACUSE, NY—Prudent Engineering has been selected to provide 

subconsultant inspection services for the New York State Thruway Author-

ity’s three-year term agreement for the system-wide above-water inspection 

of canal structures. Teaming with Collins Engineers, PC, Prudent’s staff will 

contribute to the inspection of approximately 600 canal structures, includ-

ing canal locks, fixed dams, movable dams, guard gates, guard locks, tainter 

gates, retaining walls, sluice gates, waste weirs, culverts and spillways. 

In order to maintain the safety of water control infrastructure, the scope of 

work involves comprehensive inspection of publicly owned canal structures. 

Inspection teams are responsible for field inspection of assigned structures, 

and for identifying structurally deficient infrastructure that requires correc-

tive maintenance. 

Particular inspection 

con cerns include doc-  

u menting evi dence of  

corrosion, rust, cracks  

and fissures, concrete  

deterioration, and 

other defects compro - 

mising the structur-

al wellbeing of canal  

elements. q

Prudent Engineering to Provide Canal 
Inspections for NYS Thruway Authority
by Sebastian Galbo 

Movable Dam 4 on the Canal near Amsterdam, NY

Prudent Engineering recently acquired a new company van at the office in East Syracuse, NY. We’ll use 
the van to transport staff and field equipment for bridge inspection operations throughout NYSDOT 
Region 9.

New Van for Use by Bridge Inspectors

Prudent’s construction inspection staff in the Pittsburgh and Philadelphia 

offices recently secured two major designations. 

This past January, Prudent was selected to provide subconsultant construc-

tion inspection services for the Pennsylvania Department of Transporta-

tion’s (PennDOT) Fleetwood Roadway Improvements project. Under this 

two-project contract, Prudent’s staff will team with CMC, an engineering 

firm based in Kimberton, PA, to provide inspection services for roadway  

improvement and roundabout construction activities in Berks County. The 

first project involves roadway improvements targeting approximately two 

miles of SR 662 and SR 1010, where new utilities, drainage infrastructure, 

ADA ramps, curbs, sidewalks, signage, pavement markings, and signal up-

grades will be installed. The contract’s second project entails intersection 

improvements at SR 222 and SR 662 in the Richmond Township. Pru-

dent’s inspectors will monitor construction activities related to building a 

new multi -lane roundabout; widening existing lanes to support truck traffic; 

placing a truck apron around the center island; and installing five-foot-wide 

sidewalks for pedestrians and bicyclists. The completion of the roundabout 

will accommodate truck travel, attenuate traffic volumes, and enhance pedes-

trian safety.

In February, Prudent was selected to provide district-wide construction  

inspection services for future roadway and bridge construction projects 

programmed by PennDOT. While specific assignments have not yet been  

determined, projects funded under this five-year contract will address deteri-

orating transportation infrastructure in eastern Pennsylvania. Teaming with 

TRC Solutions, Inc., Prudent’s staff will provide a range of subconsultant 

construction inspection services, including on-site inspection; maintaining 

project records and documenting construction activities; preparing cost esti-

mates; and enforcing worker safety standards. q

PA Inspection Staff Prepares for Demanding 
Construction Season



building relationships with the larger, more  

experienced firms, Prudent would need a survey-

ing department in addition to the design depart-

ment.

Sebastian: What was the last book you read? 

What’s the next book you want to read? 

Philip: I usually listen to audio books when I 

travel. I recently finished George Washington’s  

Secret Six: The Spy Ring That Saved the Ameri-

can Revolution by Brian 

Kil meade. My interests in 

American history devel-

oped when I began help-

ing my children with their 

homework. I read about 

these historic figures and 

events and, since then, 

have had a deep interest in 

American politics. Most of 

all, I enjoy drawing paral-

lels between American and 

Sri Lankan history, espe-

cially when reading about 

revolutionary uprisings. 

continued from page 1
The civil war in Sri Lanka was a great failure, 

but here in the U.S. it was a transformative suc-

cess. Tracing these historic parallels fascinates me 

and drives my interest. The book I’m currently 

reading is Stumbling on Happiness by Daniel Gil-

bert, which discusses the psychology of human  

happiness. q

For more about Prudent Engineering, please visit 
prudenteng.com.
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During the 2016 NYSDOT Bridge Inspection Training Seminar in Saratoga Springs, NY, members of 
Prudent Engineering’s bridge inspection team outlined the firm’s industrial rope access inspection 
services. Principal speaker, Kirk Wilson, PE, identified particular structures that are candidates for rope 
access inspection. These techniques minimize traffic disruption and allow inspectors access to hard-to-
reach bridge elements in potentially dangerous environments. Kirk Wilson, PE; Glenford Mullings, PE; 
Russell Dunderdale, PE; and Andrew Lachina, PE, participated in the presentation.

During the 1970s, engineers and construction 

experts across the United States encountered 

several major dam infrastructure failures, namely 

the collapse of a West Virginia coal slurry dam in 

1972; Idaho’s Teton Dam in 1976; and, in 1977, 

Georgia’s Kelly Barnes Dam. Various factors 

contributed to the abrupt breakdown of these 

structures, such as undetected erosion, deficient 

construction, and unusually severe weather. Our 

forthcoming summer 2016 issue will feature an 

in-depth article on the particular challenges of 

dam inspection operations. In discussion with 

Prudent’s energy sector manager, Robert Pohl, 

PE, we will take a closer look at the multifaceted 

task of inspecting the existing condition of New 

York State’s water control structures, including 

dams, retaining walls, canal locks, spillways, and 

sluice gates. Mr. Pohl will elaborate on the unique 

difficulties of dam inspection and the future of 

preserving the structural health of this critically 

important infrastructure. q

Coming in Next Issue 

Prudent’s Main Office on Fly Road, East Syracuse, New York


